Chowan Middle School

2845 Virginia Road

Tyner, North Carolina 27980

Phone:  252-221-4131  ♦   Fax:  252-221-8033


Working Together for Success


April  29, 2009
Dear Dr. Smith and Edenton-Chowan Board of Education:
I am sending you a copy of the policy section of the Chowan Middle School handbook pages for the 2009-2010 school year as approved by our faculty.  

Here is a list of changes and explanations:

PAGE 2 - Attendance
In order to align with our current procedures, we have rewritten the Attendance section.  Below are the sections that have been rewritten:

ABSENCES

All absences from school require either a call to the office or a written and signed note by the parent stating the date and reason that a student is absent from school.  A daily contact will be made by the office when a student is absent and the school is not aware of the reason for the absence.  Notes should be given to the homebase teacher no later than the second day after returning to school.  Upon receipt of the note, a determination will be made as to whether the absence is Excused or Unexcused.  Below are some examples of an Excused absence:




1.  Illness of the student




2.  Medical or dental appointment (documented by note from doctor’s office)




3.  Death in the family

4.  Religious reasons

5.  Pre-approved school/education related trips (require’s principal’s prior approval)

If a note or contact from a parent, guardian or custodian is not made within the second day that a student returns, the absence will be recorded Unexcused.
PARENTAL CONTACT

In addition to phone calls, the principal or his/her designee shall notify the student’s parent, guardian or custodian after the student has accumulated three (3) unexcused absences.  After not more than six (6) unexcused absences, the parent shall be notified by mail by the principal that he/she may be in violation of the Compulsory Attendance Law.

After ten (10) accumulated unexcused absences in a school year, the parent, guardian, or custodian will once again be notified by mail.  In addition, an investigation into the reason(s) for absences will be conducted.  This investigation can be conducted by the school or through a referral to the Judicial Attendance Council.  An action plan will be put into place after the investigation in order to improve the student’s attendance.  

If a student’s accumulated absences (excused and/or unexcused) reach 21 or more days, a student’s promotional status could be affected.  Special consideration by the principal will be given for an exception to this rule in cases of documented lengthy illness or special health problems that are under the care of a physician.  

Additional contacts, requirements for documentation, and/or steps for improvement may be implemented in situations where excessive absences (excused or unexcused), tardies, or arriving late/leaving early affect a student’s academic performance.

PAGE 8 – Health Services

The school medical department added the following information on the legislated guided health concerns and medical conditions as follows:
The following is a list of legislated guided health concerns and medical conditions:
Meningococcal Meningitis Vaccine, Flu Vaccine, Hepatitis B Vaccine, HPV Vaccine:  These vaccines are available.  Parents are encouraged to talk with their child’s physician about getting their child vaccinated.
Immunizations: North Carolina State Law requires that all children enrolling in school must have a copy of their immunization record on file at the school and the student must be up to date on all required immunizations.  Parents have 30 calendar days from the date of enrollment or the first day of school, to have immunizations completed and a copy of the record brought to the school. Students will be suspended from school if these requirements are not met within the 30 days.  Students enrolling in Kindergarten must also have a health assessment (physical) done within the last year and a copy on file at school.
NC Diabetes Legislature: North Carolina law requires the development and implementation of individual care plans for students with diabetes in NC Public Schools.  If your child has diabetes, please contact the school nurse at your child’s school.  
Medications:   Over the counter and prescription medications will only be administered at school by a doctor’s order.  The parent is responsible for submitting the properly completed and signed medication authorization form to the school nurse.  Medication forms can be picked up at your child’s school.  If you have any questions please contact your child’s school nurse.

PAGE 9 – Student Recognition
To align with standards required by the White House, the criteria for Presidential Awards have been changed from an 85 average to a 90 average AND 90th percentile on state or nationally normed test or teacher recommendation has been added.
To align with NCWISE reporting capabilities and provide sufficient time to order certificates for Presidential Awards, the cut off has been changed from the end of the 3rd 9 Weeks to the end of the 1st Semester as an 8th grader.

PAGE 9 -- #1 Club

The qualifying time frame for #1 club membership was changed from six weeks to nine weeks to coincide with the new grading periods for the 2009-2010 year.
PAGE 9 – Maroon Club Requirements

Clarified wording for the Citizenship requirements from no N’s, U’s, or INC’s to “Satisfactory or above rating for Citizenship”.

PAGE 9 – Gold Club Requirements:

Clarified wording for the Citizenship requirements from no N’s, U’s, or INC’s to “Satisfactory or above rating for Citizenship”.  Changed attendance criteria to reflect 3 unexcused absences rather than 3 absences.

Sincerely,

Tammi D. Ward, Assistant Principal
Chowan Middle School is a Title I School

