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STUDENT ACCOUNTABILITY STANDARDS 

Students must meet local promotion and graduation requirements established in Policy 3600 plus the following student accountability standards established in accordance with the Statewide Student Accountability Standards for grades 3-12.  

Student Accountability Standards for Grades 3, 5, 8, and 9-12.

1. Students must reach proficiency level, as defined as within one standard error of measure of Level III or better on the North Carolina End of Grade Tests (EOG) for Reading and Math in grades 3, 5, and 8 and on each End of Course Test (EOC). Student class work must also demonstrate grade level performance for the North Carolina Standard Course of Study competencies. Should the student not reach proficiency level on the EOG or EOC tests, the following procedures will be followed:
A. Students in grades 9-12 and who are following the career preparation, college technical preparation, or college/university preparation courses of study must   receive a passing grade of 70 or higher for the course and score at proficiency level on the EOC to be eligible for course credit. Middle school students enrolled in courses for which state EOC tests are available will have to score at or above proficiency and have access to the same retesting and intervention opportunities as described below. Results from the first administration of the EOC shall constitute twenty-five percent (25%) of the students’ final grade for the course. Results from any subsequent administration of the EOC Test shall not be used in determining the final grade for the course. 
B. Students in grades 3, 5, 8, and 9-12 will be administered a retest within three weeks from the receipt of the assessment results. Parents may request that their child be excused from the second administration of the test. In this case, the parents and child accept the requirement that participation in an approved focused intervention program will be necessary.

C. Students who do not reach proficiency on the retest shall attend an Edenton-Chowan Schools sponsored focused intervention program or another comparable focused intervention program which has received prior approval by the principal. If the parent refuses focused intervention, the student shall be retained or repeat the course.

D. If requested by the parents and/or teacher, a review committee may be convened to determine if the student demonstrates grade level performance. 

E. A second retest will be administered following focused intervention.  

F. If a student does not pass the second retest, a review committee shall be convened to determine if the student demonstrates grade level performance for the North Carolina Standard Course of Study competencies. The parent or teacher may present evidence to support their request to the review committee.  
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Interventions

Students in grades 3, 5, and 8 not making Level III or IV on the reading and/or math EOG shall have a personal education plan designed to help him/her meet state/local standards. A Personal Education Program for a student shall be written under the following circumstances.

1) After the second retest, if the student does not meet Level III in Reading and/or Math. (This may occur after the first retest administration depending upon whether or not a parent has requested a waiver for one of the testing opportunities.)

2) If a parent, at any point, declines focused intervention or testing opportunities.

The plan will be shared with parents and a responsibility contract will be signed by the teacher (of the present grade or the subject for which the student has not met standard), parent, and student. The personalized education plan shall include informal diagnostic evaluation, intervention strategies, and monitoring procedures. Interventions may include, but are not limited to after school tutoring, extended day, differentiated instruction, summer school, and parental involvement.   

Review Procedures

A committee shall be appointed to review student waiver requests. The committee composed of teachers and principals from other schools and/or central office staff shall make recommendations to the student’s principal about whether the student should be promoted to the next grade or receive credit for the course. The recommendation is based on documentation presented by teachers or parents on behalf of the students. Special education personnel shall be on the committee if a student with a disability is being considered for a waiver. Parents of any student being presented for review shall have the right to be a non-voting participant, and further shall have the right to speak on behalf of their child.

1. If the student does not obtain a score at or above proficiency level on the first or second retest, the parent or teacher may request a review for the student. The parent or teacher may advocate for the promotion of the student through evidence of grade level performance on the North Carolina Standard Course of Study competencies. Teachers shall provide documentation of the student’s performance during a review process.  Documentation may include:

· Student work samples

· Other  test data

· Information supplied by parents
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· For students with disabilities, information that is included in the individualized education program (IEP)

· Other information that verifies that a student is at grade level.

2. Students who do not reach proficiency on the second retest will automatically go through a review process at which time the review committee will recommend one of the following: 1) Retention/loss of course credit or 2) Promotion/course credit with waiver.

3. Students in grades 3, 5, and 8 scoring below Level III on the second retest shall have a Personal Education Plan (PEP) developed for reading, math, and/or writing.

4. Principals will have the responsibility (as mandated by North Carolina law) for making the promotion/retention decision but are strongly encouraged to examine the portfolio review committee’s recommendation(s).

Waiver Options

1.  
A student in grades 3 and 5 may have the standards waived if the student has already been retained once in the grade span of 3-5. A student in grades 6-8 may have the standards waived if the student has already been retained once in the grade span of 6-8 or if the student has been retained twice in the grade span of K-8.  (Reference E-C Promotion Policy 3600-R)

2. A student in Grades 3, 5, 8, and 9-12 may have the standards waived if the student demonstrates grade level performance based on documentation presented by parents or teachers.

3.  
To the extent possible, all students with disabilities shall participate in the student accountability standards in accordance with the guidelines prescribed by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.  

4.
Students of limited English proficiency shall meet the same standards as all students in accordance with the guidelines prescribed by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.

Effective: August 25, 2006

ADOPTED:
4/10/00 and 4/2/01


AMENDED:
3/6/06
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Edenton-Chowan Schools

Student/Parent/Guardian/Teacher/Administrator Contract

Learning can only take place when there is a combination of effort, interest, and motivation. As we are committed to ____________________’s success and progress in school, we are going to do our best to promote his/her achievement. This contract is an agreement to work in a partnership together to ensure the mutual goal of achievement for this student. 

As a student, I will:
· Attend school regularly and on time.

· Read and/or be read to daily.

· Discuss with my parents/guardians what I have learned daily.

· Share homework log and teacher comments.

· Limit time watching television and playing video games.

· Respect myself and the rights of others.

· Ask my teacher questions when I don’t understand.

· Bring necessary and appropriate materials to school daily and keep my area neat.

· Abide by the school code of conduct.

· Visit and use the school and public library regularly.

· Complete all assignments and turn in on time.

Student’s Signature:_________________________   Date:____________

As a parent/guardian, I will:

· Ensure that my child gets proper rest and nutrition.

· Ensure that my child attends school regularly and on time.

· Read to my child.

· Read myself.

· Reinforce school code of conduct.

· Limit time my child watches television and plays video games.

· Teach my child self-respect and to respect the rights of others.

· Respect myself and the rights of others.

· Work with the teacher to implement techniques and materials that work best for each child.

· Review my child’s work through progress reports, folders sent home periodically, and other documentation.

· Provide an appropriate area, time, and materials for homework.
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· Provide appropriate and necessary materials for my child to take and use at school.

· Provide opportunities for my child to visit the local library.

· Attend regular and necessary parent/guardian conferences.

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:_________________________   Date:____________

 As a teacher, I will:

· Provide motivating and interesting learning experiences in the classroom.

· Implement techniques and materials that work best for each child.

· Clearly communicate the school’s code of conduct.

· Conduct regular and necessary parent conferences.

· Communicate regularly with parents through phone calls, progress reports, report cards, and folders.

· Respect myself and the rights of others.

· Participate in on-going professional development.

· Provide opportunities for students to visit the school library.

· Provide opportunities for students to effectively use available technology.

Teacher’s Signature:_________________________   Date:____________

As a district, we will:
· Deliver a high-quality, well-articulated curriculum.

· Provide a learning environment that is nurturing, mutually respectful, and includes appropriate materials and resources.

· Provide high-quality meals that are within the USDA guidelines.

· Keep the parent well informed of their student’s academic achievement.

· Support the partnership between parents, guardians, student, staff, and community.

Superintendent’s Signature: _________________________   Date:____________

 (Or Designee’s)

