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International Studies Newsletter





Making the world flat- preparing ourselves for the 21st century 











Overview of International Studies 








What’s included





• Overview of International Studies





• Things we have done so far…





• Plans for the future….





• Weekly Seminars…





International studies is a class that informs the students about international issues and how countries around the world function. As students in this class, we discuss and analyze global issues. This class is a great experience for students and makes them more aware of the world around them.





Things we have done so far….








Class Wiki


The international studies class has our own wiki site where we post blogs and have weekly discussions about issues affecting the world.


NC to Denmark Comparison Chart


  We have also made a comparison chart of NC and Denmark, which is posted on the wall located outside of our classroom.


Metta Sorenson


   In international studies we have had a Danish visitor named Mette Sorenson who has discussed the Danish life and how it compares and contrasts to life in NC. Mette helped our class get a better understanding of the Danish culture. 


Globalization Project


  We have also done is our globalization project. The students went around the school and interviewed the staff and students on their opinions and view of global issues. For our second project we made a video all about Edenton. In the video we included school life, downtown historic Edenton, and agriculture of NC.         


Edentonian Project


This project showed Edenton and its many different features with important places such as the historic teapot. Our video was edited by our students and was sent to Gribskov Gymnasium in Denmark


 Derek DeShane


Our class recently had the chance to Skype with Derek DeShane, a student at NC State who was studying in Denmark. He also explained how Danish life was different from here in NC.


International Issues Project


A project that is currently in progress is our international issues project. The projects will be shown in the showcase two per week. Students are required to give news articles, graphs and facts on their assigned international issue and give a 3D representation (located in the showcase).


Mrs. Williams Class


Mrs. William’s civics and economics class came into our class and did a presentation about different types of government so we could understand the differences between our government and Denmark’s.   


      The European Union  


Since Denmark is a member of the European union we have been learning about its policies and qualifications.  By doing this we are being exposed to different systems around the world.  











I   Individual Highlights:


•Class Wiki


•Mette Sorenson’s visit


•Derek DeShane 


•Globalization project


•Edentonian Project


•Compare NC to Denmark chart


•Who are we poster	











Weekly seminars….














Our international studies class has a weekly seminar every Wednesday. During our seminars we debate over global issues and discuss our opinions. The topics for our seminars come from our very own students. Every week two students are assigned to find a current article and post it on our class blog with questions. At the end of the week all students are required to answer the questions on our blog website and comment thought provoking responses on other people’s posts. This keeps our class up to date on the current global issues and overall making us aware of what is occurring all around us in the world. We also have a class webpage where we have posted information about our International issues project, if you would like to take a look you can find a link on our wiki site: http://vannlassiter.pbworks.com/














Mette Sorenson our Danish visitor making a presentation about Denmark





Human Rights 





Every human is born with 30 basic human rights.  In International studies we have been learning about these rights, and how they influence our lives.  Through our research we have learned that many people aren’t aware that these rights exist, if you want to learn more about the 30 human rights articles, you can go to: www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml





One of the main things our class has planned for the future is our trip to Denmark. Our class will be taking a trip to Denmark over spring break. While there we will visit a Danish partner school in Helsinge; Gribskov Gymnasium and going to the major sightseeing places in Denmark. We will be taking many different types of transportation on our trip from planes to trains. We will be staying with host families and in hotels. This trip will be a great experience and hopefully will inspire more trips for our school.  Before we go to Demark we will be getting to know the students at the Gymnasium through Skype, e-mail correspondence and a book study.  We will be concurrently reading Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  This book is about a young girl’s experiences during WWII in Denmark.  By doing these things we will be exposing ourselves to some of the history of Demark, and preparing ourselves for Danish culture. 








Plans for the future…..











