FEDERAL RELATIONS NETWORK CONFERENCE

JANUARY 31—FEBRUARY 2, 2010

· 900 Board of Education Members from across the nation (24 Representatives from North Carolina)
· Federal Funding for Education
--Full funding for all federally-directed education and related programs

--Meet the needs of all eligible Title I students and move to the promised 40%
   federal funding commitment to all students with disabilities (now 17%).
--Preserve the authority of local school boards in the distribution of education 

   related funding through the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 

   and in subsequent federal legislation to support economic recovery.
--Review current framework for funding public education in the US with special 

   attention directed at improving the education streams.

--Assist states and local school boards in addressing facility and infrastructure 

   needs...including granting authority to use tax exempt bonds for school 

   construction and other capital improvements.

· Reauthorization/restructuring of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA)/No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
--Race-to-the-Top likely to replace No Child Left Behind.

--Strong emphasis on competitive grants for future appropriations (will the “rich

   get richer”?)

--Strong pleas to eliminate punitive sanctions currently imposed under NCLB
· Push to fund Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as promised.

· Other emphases included Teacher and Principal Effectiveness; Vouchers; Tuition Tax Credits; Early Childhood Education and School Health and Child Nutrition funding and increased funding for school construction and school technology.
· Push to increase awareness of “funding cliff’ that occurs in 2011 following expiration of two-year ARRA funding.

· Secretary Arne Duncan 

--Increased emphasis on competitive grants

--Charter schools

· Selling QZAB and QSCB bonds for school construction needs

--Banks not buying

--Premium sales 

· A Day on Capital Hill

--Senators Burr and Hagen

--Representatives Butterfield, Etheridge and Jones
