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VISITORS TO SCHOOLS

The Board encourages participation in the school program by parents and others.  Visitors are welcome in the school if their presence is in the best interest of the school.

In the interest of maintaining order, preventing disruption of instructional time, and ensuring maximum safety and security of staff and students, the following guidelines will apply to school visitors.

1.
All visitors shall report to the principal’s office to register, gain approval, and receive visitor’s pass before visiting within the building or on school grounds.  Visitors may be required to provide photo ID or other identifying information.
2.
The school principal shall have authority to grant or deny access to the campus and to establish visitor registration procedures.

3.
Parents/guardians shall abide by the same rules as all other visitors.

4.
Parents/guardians who request to observe in a classroom must have prior approval from the principal or his/her designee.

5.
Visitors may visit only in those areas for which approval has been granted.

The Board expects all persons on school property, including all visitors at school events, activities, or functions, to obey the rules and regulations for behavior that have been established by the Board, Superintendent and school principal.

Any visitor who disrupts school operations or a school event, activity or function, is disorderly, damages school property, or threatens others shall be asked to leave school property immediately.  The principal or designee may call law enforcement personnel to assist with crowd control or to remove from school property any person who refuses to leave school property after being directed to do so.

In cases where a visitor engages in disruptive, disorderly or threatening behavior, the principal has authority to restrict visiting privileges or prohibit access to school property for up to the remainder of the school year.  The principal’s decision may be reviewed according to the Edenton-Chowan Public Schools’ grievance policy.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-36, -40, -288; G.S. 14-132, -288.4
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USE OF VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are welcome in the Edenton-Chowan Schools if their presence is in the best interest of the school.

The Superintendent is responsible for the implementation and supervision of school volunteer programs and shall develop procedures to ensure that volunteers are properly screened and supervised.  Those procedures may include a criminal background check and/or reference check for volunteers who may have unsupervised contact with students.  For volunteers who serve the school on a regular basis, the principal or principal's designee shall provide them an orientation to include an outline of their responsibilities, guidance about potential confidentiality issues, and guidelines for responding to emergencies.


Principals are encouraged to accommodate the schedules of volunteers. Schools are encouraged to notify parents/guardians of their right under N.C.G.S. 95-28.3 to take four hours of leave annually to attend or otherwise be involved in their children’s schools.
Every volunteer is expected to behave in a professional manner in accordance with Board policies, administrative procedures, and school rules.  Principals may limit or terminate the activities of a volunteer.

The Superintendent is authorized to maintain a record of information on the qualifications, performance, or conduct of volunteers, in accordance with law.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-36, -40, 115C-209.1; G.S. 95-28.3
ADOPTED:   

REVISED:
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PARENT ORGANIZATIONS AND BOOSTER CLUBS

The Edenton-Chowan Board of Education recognizes that the PTO/PTA’s, booster clubs, and other parent organizations perform valuable services to the schools, and the Board expects school personnel to support such organizations.

Each parent organization or booster club which is involved with school activities or school students shall establish bylaws setting forth the purposes of the organization and the general rules and procedures by which it shall operate.  Each organization or booster club shall provide a copy of its bylaws, and any revision thereof, to the principal.

The PTO/PTA’s, booster clubs and other parent organizations shall secure the advice and approval of the principal before planning any function in which students are to participate and before purchasing services, equipment, materials or any other property for a school or for school use.  Such organizations shall secure the prior advice and approval of the principal, the Superintendent or designee, and/or the Board in accordance with policy before planning any fund-raising activity or solicitation in the name of the school or that is intended to benefit a school program.  The principal or principal’s designee shall suggest needs of the school, including those not requiring fund raising, that are conducive to the active involvement of significant numbers of interested parents in meaningful service to the school and its students.

Each parent organization or booster club shall establish its own system for handling and disbursing funds, which may be through the school’s books with the permission of the principal.  However, all Board policies, including those governing individual school accounts, must be followed when expenditures are made for school activities or when funds are to be raised through the use of students, school buildings or school grounds.  Parent organizations and booster clubs are responsible for maintaining adequate financial records and ensuring that such records are accessible to parents/guardians and school officials on request.  The school system encourages each parent organization or booster club to conduct an independent audit at the end of each fiscal year.

Any item purchased and/or funds generated by any parent organization for a school or school activity shall become the property of the Edenton-Chowan Board of Education. 

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-40, -47
CROSS-REF: POLICY 2330, SOLICITING ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOLS
ADOPTED:    
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(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

The board recognizes the critical role of parents in the education of their children and in the schools.  Parents are encouraged to be informed about the educational program and to participate in activities designed by the schools to involve parents.

A.
Annual Notification

Parents will be notified annually of the following: 

· parental rights related to student records and surveys; 

· grading practices that will be followed at the school and, in the high schools, the means for computing the grade point averages that will be used for determining class rank; 

· a description of curriculum being offered; 

· code of student conduct and school standards and rules; 

· any student performance standards of the board and school district; 

· grievance procedure; 

· permissible use of seclusion and restraint in the schools;

· for parents of students in grades five through twelve, information about cervical cancer, cervical dysplasia, and human papillomavirus, including the causes and symptoms of these diseases, how they are treated, how they may be prevented by vaccination, including the benefits and possible side effects of vaccination, and places parents may obtain additional information and vaccines for their children;

· information about meningococcal meningitis and influenza, including the causes, symptoms, vaccines, how the diseases are spread and places parents may obtain additional information and vaccines for their children;

· the schedule of pesticide use on school property and their right to request notification of nonscheduled pesticide use;

· the right to request certain information on the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals providing services to the child;

· the district’s non-discrimination policy.

B.
Title I Parent Consultation Policy    
  The Title I program offers assistance to meet special educational needs of educationally and economically disadvantaged children according to federal guidelines. The Board encourages parents to participate in the design and implementation of the programs and activities in order to increase the effectiveness of the program and the success of the children. An annual meeting will be held for parents of all eligible Title I children to discuss the Title I funded programs and activities.    

 Each school will annually notify parents of limited English proficient children identified for participation or participating in a Title I, Part A-funded language instruction educational program of the following:   
 • reasons for the identification;   
 • level of English proficiency;   
 • methods of instruction;   
 • how the program will help the child;   
 • if the child has a disability, how the language instruction educational programs meets the objectives of the child's individualized educational program (IEP); and  
 • any other information necessary to effectively inform the parent of the program.  
C.
Opportunities to Withhold Consent

As a part of the annual notification described above, parents will be effectively notified that consent may be withheld for the following:

· the release of student directory information about his or her child for school purposes or to outside organizations;

· a student's participation in curriculum related to (1) prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, including Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), (2) the avoidance of out-of-wedlock pregnancy, (3) abstinence until marriage, or (4) comprehensive sex education.  A copy of materials that will be used in these curricula will be available at the school. in the school media center.  To meet any review periods required by law, materials also may be made available for review in the central office;

· a student's use of guidance programs for individual counseling, small group counseling related to addressing specific problems, or referral to community resources on issues of a private nature., including information about where to obtain contraceptives or abortion referral services.  Neither parental notification nor permission is required for large group sessions, initial consultations intended to identify the student's needs or counseling where child abuse or neglect is suspected. 

Any parent or legal guardian wishing to withhold consent must do so in writing after receiving notice.  Otherwise, consent to the programs or activities is presumed.  After the annual notification, the school is not required to provide further notice to the parent as to the manner in which student directory information is used, the curriculum that is provided, or the guidance programs that are made available.
D.
Parental Permission Required

Written parental permission is required prior to the following activities:

· medicines administered to students by employees of the school district; 

· any release of student records that are not considered directory information unless the release is allowed or required by law; 

· off campus trips; and 

· participation in high impact or high risk sports or extracurricular activities, such as football or mountain climbing;

· surveys concerning protected topics that are funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

LEGAL REF:  Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g; Protection of Pupils Rights Amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232h; G.S. 115C-81 (el); No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.; 34 C.F.R. 200.4; 20 U.S.C. 7801(32); State Board of Education Parent and Family Involvement Policy EEO-R-000.

ADOPTED:   
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS

The Superintendent is authorized to close the schools, to delay the opening, or to dismiss school early in the event of hazardous weather, national disaster, or other emergencies which threaten the health or safety of students and/or personnel, as allowed by law.  To the extent possible, the administration shall see that the administrative, supervisory, and operations activities continue.  In the event schools are closed due to hazardous weather conditions, natural disasters, or other emergencies, every reasonable effort will be made to make up the lost days, as allowed by law.

The Superintendent shall develop procedures for the temporary closing of a school or schools under this policy/  Students, parents and staff shall be informed early in each school year of the procedures which will be used to notify them in case of emergency closings.  When schools are closed for emergency reasons, staff members shall be advised of the appropriate actions to be taken.

LEGAL REF:   G.S. 115C-47, -84.2

ADOPTED:   
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PUBLIC RECORD REQUESTS

The Board of Education acknowledges its obligation to provide the public with access to non-confidential public records maintained by the school district.

A record is any information kept in any physical form maintained by the school district.  The public’s right to access applies to existing records in any form and includes the right to obtain a copy of the record.  The school system is not required to create or compile a record that does not exist or put into electronic medium a record that is not kept in electronic medium.

Confidential records are not open to the public.  These include personnel and student records, minutes of closed sessions, records pertaining to such matters as may be discussed in closed session, and any other records required to be kept confidential by law or as may be exempt from the North Carolina Public Records Law (G.S. Ch. 132).

To assure that requests for public information are clearly identified and processed accurately, the Board of Education reserves the right to require that requests for access to public information documents be submitted in writing to the office of the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee.  The Superintendent or the designated officer for public records will make such records available to the public upon reasonable notice during regular business hours.  No person will remove original copies of public records from the offices of the district.

Charges may be assessed for duplication of public records at the actual cost of such copies, as determined by the finance officer based on generally acceptable accounting principles.  A special service charge may be assessed if fulfilling the request requires extensive use of information technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory assistance.

The Superintendent may establish reasonable rules of procedure by which public records may be inspected or copied.

LEGAL REF:
G.S. 115C-3, -4, -276, -402; G.S. ch. 115C art. 21A; G.S. ch. 132; 20 U.S.C. § 1232g

ADOPTED:    
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RECORDS RETENTION AND DISPOSITION

The Edenton-Chowan Schools will retain and dispose of records in accordance with the Records Retention and Disposition Schedule: Local Education Agencies issued by the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and History.  The Superintendent may develop guidelines for implementation of this policy. 

Note: The schedule can be accessed at: 
http://www.records.ncdcr.gov/local/schoolschedulefinal.pdf  

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 121-5

ADOPTED:   

2230


GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL WEB SITES
Each school in the Edenton-Chowan County School System may promote itself by publishing an official school web site on the Internet.  The primary purpose of such web sites is to provide to the community at large each school’s mission, organization, curriculum information, and demographics, and to present curriculum-related work by students and staff members.  The following guidelines provide criteria for the development of school-sponsored web sites.

A.
The content of school web pages must be approved by the building principal.

B.
Official school web pages must be hosted on a web server approved by the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee.

C.
 Third-party websites that are referenced must comply with board policies on acceptable internet use for students and employees.
D.
The safety of students and staff must be considered when constructing school web pages.  Schools will follow these guidelines:

· Home addresses or telephone numbers of students and staff shall not be listed.

· Student e-mail addresses shall not be listed.

· Photographs of students and student work shall be used only with prior written                          consent of the student’s parent or guardian.

E.
Staff and students are responsible for understanding and complying with the Edenton-Chowan Schools Internet Acceptable Use Policy.  According to the Edenton-Chowan County Schools Internet Acceptable Use Policy, students and staff must accept the responsibility for the ethical use of information accessed through the Internet and other electronic networks.  Any violations should be reported immediately to the building principal.

F.
Copyright permission will be obtained where appropriate.

G.
The principal or the principal’s designee must ensure that information presented on their school’s web site is kept current.

H.
Failure to comply with these guidelines as determined by the Superintendent or designee may result in the removal of a school’s web site from the Internet.

I.
School web sites should not be used for commercial purposes unless approved by the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee.

LEGAL REF:

ADOPTED:
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GIFTS AND BEQUESTS

Except as provided otherwise in Board policy, the Superintendent or designee may accept on behalf of the Board any bequest or gift of money, property or services for school purposes and may utilize such money, property or services for the benefit of the school district.

Before accepting donations of services, equipment, materials or other property, the Superintendent or designee should confer with administrative, instructional, and/or technology personnel to ensure that the donations are compatible with and supportive of the educational program.  In deciding whether to accept a gift of services, equipment, materials or other property, the Superintendent or designee shall take into consideration any costs of installation, maintenance or disposal.

All donations become the property of Edenton-Chowan Schools.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-47

ADOPTED:    
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GRANT MONEY

The Edenton-Chowan Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent to apply for grants designed to promote the quality of the school system and to reduce the burden on local taxpayers.  The Board will decide whether to accept grant money.  The Superintendent, in expending grant money, shall follow the school system’s normal procedure for the expenditure of funds and shall obtain the approval of the Board when required by policy or law.


ADOPTED:    
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ACTIVITY OF NON-SCHOOL GROUPS, VENDORS, AGENTS, AND

REPRESENTATIVES IN THE SCHOOLS

No agent, solicitor, peddler, or other person or organization shall solicit, advertise, offer for sale, or sell any subscription, policy, service, article, or thing whatsoever to any employee or student in any Edenton-Chowan School while the employee or student is upon the premises of the public school during the hours the public school is in session or during the working day, without the prior written consent of the Superintendent, principal, or principal’s designee.  Under no circumstances will any activity permitted under this or any other policy be construed to create a forum for communication by any member of the public.  Advertising, if permitted, is expressly limited to identifying information such as names, addresses, and phone numbers.

Professional association representatives are not permitted to conduct association business on school campuses except as expressly approved by the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee.  

Representatives shall contact the principals, with prior approval from the Superintendent or designee, and with the principal’s permission, may contact school personnel on a voluntary basis and not during instructional time.

Except as provided in this policy, non-students shall not be permitted to distribute publications on school grounds during the school day or at school activities if the materials are unrelated to instruction or a school-sponsored activity.  Materials directly related to the subject of a school-sponsored activity may be distributed with the prior approval of the Superintendent, the Superintendent’s designee, or principal.

On election days at schools used as polling places, candidates may place posters on school property and campaign workers may offer prospective voters printed campaign material in accordance with the restrictions imposed on those activities by law and the Board of Education. 

Under no circumstances will any activity permitted under this or any other policy be construed to create a forum for communication by any member of the public.  Advertising, if permitted, is expressly limited to identifying information such as names, addresses, and phone numbers.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 14-238; 115C-36, -47, U.S. Constitution, 1st Amendment.

ADOPTED:   
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SOLICITING ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOLS

The Board encourages and welcomes community support for educational programs and activities through approved procedures.

Solicitation as used in this policy involves the attempt to secure or acquire for school purposes such items as money, pledges, equipment, supplies, materials, etc., from individuals, businesses, or organizations for which there is no tangible or direct benefit returned.  Solicitation as used herein does not include the raising of funds for approved endowment or foundation programs that are or may be approved by the Board, nor does it include fund-raising activities conducted by the schools in which the sale of products results in revenues for school activities.  These exceptions are covered in other policies or regulations.

School employees are specifically forbidden from soliciting on behalf of the schools without prior written approval by the principal or principal’s designee in accordance with Board policy.  

School support organizations such as booster groups and parent-teacher organizations are encouraged to limit direct solicitation and must secure approval of the school principal prior to engaging in solicitation activities on behalf of a school.  

No school employee or school support organization shall solicit or accept items of value in exchange for advertising for the donor except as provided for in Board policy.

Any items of value, whether they are received through solicitation or by voluntary donation, become the permanent property of the school system.

Under no circumstances will any activity permitted under this or any other policy be construed to create a forum for communication by any member of the public.  Advertising, if permitted, is expressly limited to identifying information such as names, addresses, and phone numbers.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 14-238; 115C-36, -47, -276

ADOPTED: 
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SURVEYS AND RESEARCH STUDIES

The Edenton-Chowan Board of Education approves periodic cooperation with individuals and agencies wishing to conduct research in the school system insofar as the proposed research is likely to result in improved services to students without detracting from the educational mission of the school.  The Superintendent or designee shall review requests from individuals and/or agencies outside of the school system to distribute or administer any research project, survey, analysis or evaluation to students.  Any such instrument must be approved by the Superintendent or designee before a survey is administered or distributed to students. 

Surveys or other instruments used to collect information from students that are administered by teachers or other school employees or organizations must also be approved by the superintendent or designee before a survey is administered or distributed to students, if the instrument requests information regarding one or more of the following:
1.
political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent;

2.
mental and psychological problems of the student or the student’s family;

3.
sexual behavior or attitudes;

4.
illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating or demeaning behavior;

5.
critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships;

6.
privileged relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; 
7.
income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program; or

8.
religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent.

Right of parent/guardian to inspect certain surveys

A parent or guardian of a student has the right to inspect, upon request, any survey created by a third party (i.e., any individual that is not employed by the school system or any organization or agency that is not affiliated with the school system) and any survey that requests information regarding one of the above categories.  The parent or guardian has the right to inspect any such survey, analysis or evaluation before it is administered or distributed to students.  The parent’s request to inspect should be made to the principal or designee.  A parent or guardian will be provided with reasonable access to a survey within a reasonable period of time after the request is received.  

Parental and student consent requirements

Before a student shall be required to submit to a survey, analysis or evaluation funded in whole or in part by a program of the United States Department of Education that requests any information regarding one of the above categories the principal or designee shall obtain prior written consent of a the student’s parent or guardian or the consent of the student, if the student is an  emancipated minor  or is 18  years of age  or older.  For any survey,  analysis or evaluation 

requesting any of the above information that is funded from any other source, a parent or guardian will be given the opportunity, before the survey is administered or distributed, to request that their child be excluded from participation in the survey.   

Notification requirements

Parents or guardians will be directly notified (for example, by U.S. mail or email) at least annually at the beginning of each school year, of the specific or approximate dates during the school year of the administration of all surveys, analyses or evaluations containing or requesting any of the above information, if such dates have been identified.  Thereafter, parents or guardians should be provided reasonable notification of the planned activities and surveys before such surveys are administered or distributed to allow parents to review such surveys and to allow parents to provide consent or opt their child out of participation.  

In addition, general notification regarding the rights of parents and guardians under this policy shall be distributed at the beginning of each school year.  Notice also will be provided to parents and guardians, within a reasonable period of time, regarding any revision made to this policy during the school year.
Collection of Student Data for Marketing Purposes 


The school district will not collect, disclose or use personal student survey data for the purpose of marketing or selling the information or otherwise providing the information to others for that purpose.  However, the district may collect anonymous survey data from students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or educational institutions. 



If the district collects such information from students for this purpose upon request parents may inspect any instrument used to collect the information, before it is administered or distributed to a student.
Student privacy requirements
The superintendent or designee will make arrangements to protect student privacy in the administration or distribution of any survey, analysis or evaluation containing any of the above information. 

Rights of students

The rights provided to parents and guardians under this policy transfer to the student when the student turns 18 years old or is an emancipated minor at any age.

The superintendent may establish and enforce additional reasonable rules and regulations to implement this policy.

LEGAL REF: 
G.S. 115C-47(8), -230; 20 U.S.C. § 1232h

ADOPTED:  
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COMMUNITY SCHOOLS PROGRAM

The Edenton-Chowan Board of Education supports the principles of the Community Schools Act by promoting community involvement through the use of school facilities and volunteers, business partnerships, and other programs which may fall under the Community Schools umbrella.

The Superintendent may designate a staff member to be responsible for developing and implementing the Community Schools Program in accordance with state law and Board policy.

LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-203 to 115C-209

ADOPTED:   
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USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR COMMUNITY PURPOSES

The Edenton-Chowan County Board of Education endorses community use of school facilities for civic, cultural, educational, recreational and other activities, so long as such use does not conflict with the use of school facilities for school purposes and activities, state or federal law or local ordinance, or the proper care and maintenance of school property.  The administration shall prepare and administer regulations and procedures otherwise necessary for the general use of school facilities.
LEGAL REF:  G.S. 115C-524(b); 115C-203 et seq. 

ADOPTED:
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USE OF SCHOOL BUILDING FOR COMMUNITY PURPOSES GUIDELINES

When school buildings are not in use for regular school or school related purposes during the school-term or summer months, such facilities may be made available for community use involving civic, cultural, educational, recreational, and other activities, subject to the following regulations:

1. Applications will be made to the principal of the school at least one week in advance on forms provided by the Superintendent.

2. A custodian of the school involved will be present during the entire period the building is in use.  When this extra duty causes the custodian to exceed 40 hours in a given workweek, the custodian will receive appropriate overtime compensation.  These hours must be turned in to the school principal in order that appropriate taxes may be withheld.  All time worked should be reflected on the custodian’s time sheet.  

3. If the cafeteria is used for the purpose of preparing or serving food, in addition to the janitor, at least one member of the cafeteria staff must be present during the period of use.  When this extra duty causes the member of the cafeteria staff to exceed 40 hours in a given workweek, the employee will receive appropriate overtime compensation.  These hours must be reflected on the cafeteria employee’s time sheet.

4. Any other services (i.e. police protection) necessary to ensure orderly use of the school facility will be provided by the sponsoring agency.

5. When school facilities are used for profit making activities, the sponsoring agency will be charged a fee of $70 for the first hour and $20 for each additional hour of use.

6. When school facilities are used for non-profit activities, the sponsoring agency will be charged a fee of $45 for the first hour and $20 for each additional hour of use.

7. If the cafeteria kitchen is used, an additional fee of $20 per hour will be charged.

8. If special equipment such as stage lighting is used, a fee for technical services will be added.

9. The principal and/or Superintendent has the authority to approve or disapprove the use of school facilities including the waiver or reduction of fees consistent with all applicable laws. 

10. Rental for prolonged use of school facilities will be determined by the Edenton-Chowan Board of Education.  If prolonged use is approved, appropriate contracts specifying conditions and fees will be written.

11. The cost of damages resulting from the use of any part of the school building or grounds beyond normal wear shall be borne by the sponsoring agency.

12. Payments for use of school facilities will be made payable to the Edenton-Chowan Board of Education and delivered to the principal of the school one week after the event.

13. School facilities may be used for private instruction in music, dance, etc. when special requests is made by the individual to the Board of Education and when an agreement has been reached by both parties.

14. No alcoholic beverages may be used on school campus at anytime.

15. The Board of Education assumes no liability for personal injuries or other damages resulting from the use of county school facilities by an outside agency.

16. No tobacco products may be used on any school-owned or managed property.
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages, including beer, malt liquor, and wine is not permitted on property owned or managed by the Edenton-Chowan Board of Education.  Any school visitor who possesses or consumes any such beverage on school property will be asked to leave the school property immediately, and, if he or she fails to do so, will be reported to law enforcement for criminal trespass, disorderly conduct or such other charges as may be appropriate.

LEGAL REF: G.S. 18B-103; -301; 115C-40, -47

ADOPTED:   
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TOBACCO-FREE POLICY

Tobacco product is defined to include cigarettes, cigars, pipes, chewing tobacco, snuff, and other items containing or reasonably resembling tobacco or tobacco products.  Tobacco use includes smoking, chewing, dipping, or any other use of tobacco products.

1.
 

The use of any tobacco product by any person in school buildings, in school facilities, on school campuses, and in or on any other school property owned or operated by the school system is prohibited. In addition, no person attending any school-sponsored event on or off school property may use any tobacco product. when in the presence of students or school personnel or in an area where smoking is otherwise prohibited by law.  

Further, no student is permitted to possess a tobacco product while in any school building, while on school grounds or property or at any school-sponsored or school-related event or at any other time that students are under the authority of school personnel.
2.
The possession, display, or use of tobacco products will be prohibited in all vehicles owned, operated, or maintained by the school system or private vehicles authorized to transport students.  

3.
Persons or organizations not affiliated with Edenton-Chowan Schools who rent, lease, or otherwise temporarily occupy any school property including school vehicles are prohibited from displaying or using tobacco products during that period of use.  

4. The Board of Education shall ensure that appropriate language regarding this tobacco-free policy be placed in all agreements for contracted services to the school system.

5. The Board shall also ensure that signage reflecting the tobacco-free policy be permanently placed in pedestrian and vehicle entrances to school properties and other school areas, as appropriate.  With approval by the hosting organization, signage pertaining to this tobacco-free policy shall also be temporarily displayed at school-sponsored off-campus activities for the duration of the activity.

6. The prohibition of the display of tobacco products shall not extend to a display that has a legitimate instructional or pedagogical purpose.  Tobacco products may be included in instructional or research activities in public school buildings if the activity is conducted or supervised by the faculty member overseeing the instruction or research and the activity does not include smoking, chewing, or otherwise ingesting the tobacco product.
7. The Board shall ensure that students and employees are provided with information about support systems and programs to help them abstain from the use of tobacco products.

8. Each principal or administrative head shall ensure that information regarding this policy is disseminated to students and staff on an annual basis, and that this policy is enforced by staff in each school or administrative building.

9. Each potential employee of the school system will be informed of the regulations governing the school system's tobacco-free policy.

10. The tobacco-free policy, as well as the regulations governing the policy will be publicized through the media and the school system.

11. The Superintendent shall periodically review the application of this policy and make progress reports and recommendations to the Board of Education.

LEGAL REF:
G.S. 115C-36, -47; P.L. 103-227; 115C-407; 143-595 to -601; Pro-Children Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. § 6081 et seq.

ADOPTED: 

COMMITTEE REVISION: Delete “Schools are encouraged…..”





COMMITTEE REVISION: Change in the school media center to “at the school.”





COMMITTEE REVISION: Delete including information about ….”








COMMITTEE REVISION: Delete “written”





COMMITTEE REVISION: Delete end of phrase for item 1 “when in the presence…”








�Optional: replace Title I parent involvement policy with broader parent involvement policy that includes Title I.  This policy pulls together a lot of different legal requirements for parental notice into one place, which can be helpful for administration.


�Legally, this policy is fine, but it should be reviewed to ensure that it is in line with current practices.  Are the fees still current?  Is it time to raise them?


�For discussion: do people rent schools for profit-making activities (as opposed to nonprofit fundraisers)?  Would you prefer to restrict it to nonprofits?





