Item Breakdown of the ACT Assessments

	(scale score range in parenthesis)
	EXPLORE (1-25)
	PLAN (1-32)
	ACT (1-36)

	English
	# of items
	# of items
	# of items

	Punctuation
	6
	7
	10

	Grammar and Usage
	8
	9
	12

	Sentence Structure
	11
	14
	18

	Strategy
	5
	6
	12

	Organization
	5
	7
	11

	Style
	5
	7
	12

	Total
	40
	50
	75

	Time
	30 minutes
	30 minutes
	45 minutes

	The English Test has two components:  usage/mechanics and rhetorical skills.  Usage/mechanics consists of punctuation (13%), basic grammar and usage (16%), and sentence structure (24%).   Rhetorical skills consists of strategies (16%), organization (15%), and style (16%).  

	Mathematics
	# of items
	# of items
	# of items

	Pre-Algebra
	10
	14
	14

	Elementary Algebra
	9
	8
	10

	Intermediate Algebra
	--
	--
	9

	Geometry
	7
	--
	--

	Coordinate Geometry
	--
	7
	9

	Plane Geometry
	--
	11
	14

	Statistics/Probability
	4
	--
	--

	Trigonometry
	--
	--
	4

	Total
	30
	40
	60

	Time
	30 minutes
	40 minutes
	60 minutes

	ACT Math consists of pre-algebra (23%), elementary algebra (17%), intermediate algebra (15%), coordinate geometry (15%), plane geometry (23%), and trigonometry (7%).

	Reading
	# of items
	# of items
	# of items

	Prose Fiction
	10
	8
	10

	Humanities
	10
	9
	10

	Social Sciences
	10
	8
	10

	Natural Sciences
	--
	--
	10

	Total
	30
	25
	40

	Time
	30 minutes
	20 minutes
	35 minutes

	ACT Reading consists of arts and literature:  prose fiction (25%), humanities (25%), social studies (25%), and natural sciences (25%).  Humanities selections can include art history, art, music, philosophy, theater, architecture, dance, religion/ethics, and literary criticism.  Social studies selections can include history, political science, biology, chemistry, physics, and physical science.

	Science
	# of items
	# of items
	# of items

	Data Representations
	12
	10
	15

	Research Summaries
	10
	14
	18

	Conflicting Viewpoints
	6
	6
	7

	Total
	28
	30
	40

	Time
	30 minutes
	25 minutes
	35 minutes

	ACT Science includes interpretation analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills in Biology, Earth/Space Sciences, Chemistry, and Physics. 


The ACT writing test consists of one 30-minute es
say.
