Administration of Medication to Students                   
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The board assures the safe administration of medications in school for those students who require them.  This policy applies to both prescription and non-prescription medications.  

Medications may not be administered to a student during school hours or by school personnel unless the health of the student would be adversely affected without the medication.  If a student is required to take medication during school hours, and the parent/guardian cannot be at school to administer the medication, school personnel may administer the medication upon the completion of a Request For Administration of Medication form by the parent and the physician with approval by school principal or his/her designee.

Under no circumstances will any member of the school staff give unauthorized medication to any student.  The administration of medication in an emergency situation must be approved by the school nurse or trained first responder.  Neither the Edenton-Chowan Schools, nor any of its employees, are responsible for the improper self-administration of prescription or non-prescription medications at school.  Self-medication for asthma, diabetes, anaphylaxis may be prescribed for students; however, proper documentation on the medication authorization form including the physician and parental/guardian consent that students can self-medicate, shall be filed in the principal’s/designee office.  
Self-Administration of Medication by Students with Asthma or Students Subject to Anaphylactic Reaction
At all grades, Sstudents may self-medicate with prescription medicine or with over-the-counter medicine only with written permission from the student’s parent or legal guardian and physician on the “Authorization for Medication” form provided by the school.  Permission for students to possess and self-administer medication must be obtained each school year.  The physician’s statement on the Authorization for Medication form shall include:
1.
Confirmation that the student understands, and has been instructed in self-administration of the medication, and has demonstrated the skill level necessary to use the medication and any device necessary to administer the medication.
2.
If the student has asthma or an allergy that could result in an anaphylactic reaction, or both, a written statement verifying the nature of the diagnosis and a written treatment plan and written emergency protocol for managing the student’s asthma or anaphylaxis episodes.
3.
A statement provided by the school and signed by the student's parent or guardian acknowledging that the local school administrative unit and its employees and agents are not liable for an injury arising from a student's possession and self-administration of medication.
In the case of self-administered asthma medication, and other self-administered medications as appropriate, the student must demonstrate to the school nurse or the nurse's designee the skill level necessary to use the asthma medication and any device that is necessary to administer the medication.

In cases where students self-administer medication during the school day, the Board of Education will assume no liability.

The principal or his designee will be responsible to ensure that the policy is followed.
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